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Unique treks with the local population in the 
tropical rainforests of East Madagascar

Centre Lambahoany 2012
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General

CENTRE LAMBAHOANY organises your trek in the tropical rainforest of East 
Madagascar, in what is known as the Corridor Ankeniheny-Zahamena (the 
CAZ). This is the habitat of the Indri-indri – Babakoto in Malagasy – a black 
and white lemur, only to be found in the wild since its complex diet means 
it can’t survive in captivity. In this eternally green environment with giant 
trees and overwhelming vegetation, you have a reasonable chance of spot-
ting other lemurs too, as well as mongooses, chameleons, snakes or even 
a fosa.

CENTRE LAMBAHOANY cooperates with two village organisations: the As-
sociation RIANALA and the Federation TSARAFANIRY. They won the first 
price in an international competition in 2008 for their first tourist trek. 
RIANALA works in the Fetraomby borough, TSARAFANIRY in Fetraomby 
and four other boroughs (here, a borough is a rural area covering several 
villages).

This brochure gives comprehensive information on our six standard treks, 
but we can also adapt the treks if you tell us what you are looking for.

When you go on a trek in this area, the CAZ, you contribute towards a bet-
ter future for the Indri-indri and other endangered species, as well as for 
the inhabitants of the villages in and around the forest.
Population growth is causing the forest to dwindle noticeably. Ecotourism is 
a moderate extra source of income for the poor population, and is a way of 
exploiting their sacred forests by leaving them alone. 86% of the price you 
pay for a trek goes directly to the villagers, 4% goes to local entrepreneurs 
and 5% to the local organisation of tourist guides; only 5% is for 
administration and organisation. 

Furthermore, CENTRE LAMBAHOANY is involved in the introduction of 
improved agricultural techniques in the CAZ. As a result, the grounds will 
yield richer crops and will not be drained so quickly. So there will be less 
reason to slash and burn the forest for new agricultural lands.

However, for you as a tourist, it is most important that CENTRE 
LAMBAHOANY not only offers you a chance to experience the virgin 
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rainforests, but also to live with the local population and get to know their 
daily life and their age-old traditions.

CENTRE LAMBAHOANY can, in addition to the forest treks around Fetraom-
by in the CAZ, organise a responsible tour to Andasibe, or along the Pan-
galanes Canal, or to Ste. Marie’s Island. A very special tour around Antsi-
rabe, south of the capital Antananarivo, is even possible. For these tours a 
brochure will be available to download shortly.

CENTRE LAMBAHOANY, starting point of your trek, is based in Toama-
sina (Tamatave), Madagascar’s main sea port, situated on the East Coast. 
Centre Lambahoany is quietly and conveniently situated, on the edge of 
the town centre, 500 metres from the Indian Ocean. The site has seven 
beautiful bungalows, each with accommodation for up to four people, sur-
rounded by trees and bushes - lychee, mango, avocado, coconut and oil 
palms, coffee, orange, banana and papaya. Of course, you can taste them 
when they are ripe. There is also a NAIADE, a solar powered water purifier 
where you can tap safe drinking water. 
Several courses are on offer for the local population, and you can also 
participate as a guest, which gives you a chance to meet the locals in an 
informal setting. You can choose from meditation, dance, Poekoelan (from 
Indonesia), Capoeira (from Brazil) and English conversation.
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The treks 

The six treks described below pass through areas where you will not meet 
any other tourists. There are no hotels in this remote area. You will be the 
guest of the local population and will thus experience the authentic Mala-
gasy way of living. The unbelievable views, the varied landscapes and the 
beautiful rainforest, combined with the easy-going relaxed population will 
give you a once-in-a-lifetime experience no-one will ever be able to take 
away from you.

You can opt for a French or English-speaking guide during your trek. The 
local population speaks Malagasy; only a few have a fair knowledge of 
French. You can choose an ‘easy’ trek of three or four days with an emp-
hasis on nature or on culture, or a more challenging one: five days hiking 
in the virgin forest of Madagascar. 

Stars indicate the ranking of the treks:

* easy trek with short walks on passable tracks, and comfortable but
 not luxurious guesthouses; 
** longer walks on passable tracks, sometimes rather basic travel and
 sleeping facilities;
*** tough walks through the jungle, home stays with locals, or in tents,
 so basic facilities. 

Whatever you choose, the treks are very varied. You will pass by wide 
white sandy beaches, plantations, rice fields, virgin rainforest with small 
creeks and cascades of different heights, waterfalls and little villages where 
nothing seems to have changed since time immemorial.  

It is important to make your reservation at least three weeks in advance so 
as to make sure the villagers are prepared for your arrival (the telephone 
networks have not yet completely penetrated the forests). The villages can 
receive a maximum of six people at a time, also so as not to disturb village 
life. 
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For all treks we expect you to respect our ecotourism policy. 

This means:
▪ minimal ecological damage (do not leave batteries and plastic bags, 
 use soap that doesn’t contain harmful chemicals, etc.);
▪ advantages for the local populations (by booking your trip with us, 
 but also by making small purchases in the villages);
▪ respect for the local culture and nature (do not do damage the 
 forests, behave as a guest in the villages).

Do not hesitate to contact us for further information:
 e-mail: info@lambahoany.org
 phone:(+) 261 (0) 34 01 149 10
           (+) 261 (0) 32 71 938 69
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Summary
The MILAY trek means three days and two nights experiencing the beau-
tiful nature around Fetraomby. During the trek you will pass by several vil-
lages where you will experience the friendliness of the population and the 
region’s culture. The fauna is diverse, you will probably spot chameleons, 
lemurs, geckos and other animals endemic to Madagascar. You might want 
to swim near the waterfall and you will have sufficient time to get to know 
Fetraomby and its inhabitants a little better (Fetraomby is the main village 
of the Fetraomby borough). The trek will be accompanied by an English or 
French-speaking guide.

Trek 1 - *MILAY

Milay is a Malagasy word which means ‘wonderful, no problems to be 
expected’. The MILAY trek is a three-day stay in Fetraomby with easy walks 
and time for a swim near the waterfall. Every night, you will sleep in one of 
the comfortable guest rooms with a private but basic bathroom.

Ranking *
Number of days 3
Activities and sights - Walking in the jungle 

- Fauna and flora
- Visiting different villages
- Music and dance
- Explanations of the use of trees and plants for 
medical purposes
----
- Visiting a sacred place with ceremony
 - A hike to a 120 metre high waterfall
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Price per person (euro)

Included: 
• All transport (including boats and rafts) 
• English or French-speaking guide during the entire trek 
• Local guide during the hikes in the jungle
• Local porters to carry your luggage and the food for the picnic 
• All meals during the trip
• Accommodation all nights 
• Performances by local dance and music groups
• Traditional ceremonies and entrance fees

Excluded:
• Your stay at Centre Lambahoany, if applicable
• Entry fees for any other events
• Change of transport or stay if those planned are available (Reason: 
 the guides and other locals have made preparations and thus got 
 expenses, also if things are cancelled at the last moment)
• Drinks, other purchases, tips

The trip day by day
Day 1 - Toamasina – Brickaville – Anivorano - Fetraomby

Early in the morning a pousse-velo will take you from Centre Lambahoany 
to the coach station where the taxi-brousse to Brickaville will already be 
waiting for you. A pousse-velo is a trishaw, a taxi-brousse is a minibus for 
about 15 people, and your luggage will be stored on the roof. During the 
drive you can enjoy the views. After about 30 kilometres the oil palm plan-
tation of the Savonnerie Tropicale will appear. Here the oil used to manu-
facture soap for the whole of Madagascar is extracted from the oil palms. 
About one hour later you will arrive in Brickaville. Time for breakfast and 
some last minute shopping before the boat leaves to take you up the river 

No. of participants 1 2 3 4 5 6
Price 300 240 200 175 165 150
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Rianila. After a three-hour boat trip you will arrive in Anivorano (pro-
nounced Anivran) with its wide sandy beaches and a broad view of the two 
joining rivers. After lunch you will continue upstream towards Fetraomby. 
Enjoy the trip; you will see villages, banana and sugar cane plantations 
and much more. About two hours later you will arrive in Fetraomby. On the 
way you will stop at Pakambo where you will have to leave the boat and 
walk a few hundred metres. Because of the rapids and the water getting 
shallower the boat should not be too heavy. If there are chickens on board 
they also have to leave the boat as it is fady (taboo) to have them on 
board here.
Once you arrive in Fetraomby you will be accommodated in the guest room 
where you can freshen up a little. Then you will depart for your first tour 
which will take you to the ‘pierre bizarre’ (bizarre stone), or the ‘pierre qui 
fait honte’ (stone that evokes shame). 
This stone is important to the women of the village. If they have problems 
getting pregnant they visit this phallus-shaped stone to pray. The stone 
can only be shown after a short ceremony to honour the ancestors and to 
ask their permission to reveal the stone. 
Back in the village, where the evening meal will be served, you can walk 
around and have a drink in the local bar - maybe someone will play some 
music. Your guide will be only too glad to translate any conversation you 
want to strike up. 

Day 2 - Fetraomby – Ambodiriana (waterfall) - Fetraomby

Today you will walk from Fetraomby to Ambodiriana, the 120 meter high 
waterfall. You will leave early in the morning as it takes about three hours 
to reach the waterfall; if it has been raining it may take a little longer. Your 
guide will explain about which plants and trees are used for treating which 
ailments. A ceremony for the ancestors is obligatory to be allowed to go 
for a swim in one of the lakes by the waterfall. Weather permitting, you 
can climb all the way up to the top to see the waterfall from there. Lunch 
will be served at the bottom of the waterfall. Once you are back in 
Fetraomby you can enjoy local music and dance performed by the vil-
lagers. 
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Day 3 - Fetraomby – Anivorano – Brickaville - Toamasina

Today you will set off for the journey back. After breakfast the boat will 
leave for Anivorano. You can also opt to walk to Gisimay and take the boat 
from there, and see places that have a special significance for the local 
population, like a stone that sounds like a pot. You can even choose to 
walk all the way to Anivorano (about three hours, porters will carry your 
luggage). After lunch in Anivorano you will continue by taxi-brousse to 
Brickaville (half hour). From here you have different options: back to 
Toamasina, heading in the opposite direction to Andasibe, or beginning 
your voyage on the Pangalanes Canal.
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Summary 
The PLAISIR trek is a three-day hike that is also suitable for inexperienced 
walkers. An extra day can be added. The tour will lead you through 
several villages where you will get acquainted with the Malagasy culture 
and where you will experience the hospitality of the villagers. During the 
walks and the boat trips you will have plenty of time to admire the 
Malagasy flora and there is a reasonable chance of spotting lemurs, 
chameleons and other animals. You will also see an abandoned graphite 
mine and you can take a swim in a lake near a waterfall. If you opt for the 
four-day trek you will venture even further into the forest and of course 
the possibility of spotting animals will increase. The trek will be 
accompanied by an English or French-speaking guide.

Trek 2 - **PLAISIR

Plaisir means pleasure. The PLAISIR trek is indeed a pleasant three or four 
day jungle trek where you will sleep in different villages every night. It 
is a bit more difficult than the MILAY trek but most people can do it; just 
enjoying the experience.

Ranking **
Number of days 3 of 4
Activities and sights - Walking in the jungle 

- Fauna and flora
- Visiting different villages
- Music and dance
- Explanations of the use of trees and plants for 
medical purposes
----
- Swimming near a waterfall
- Visiting an abandoned graphite mine
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Price per person (euro)
three-day trip

four-day trip

Included: 
• All transport (including boats and rafts) 
• English or French-speaking guide during the entire trek
• Local guide during the hikes in the jungle
• Local porters to carry your luggage and the food for the picnic 
• All meals during the trip
• Accommodation all nights 
• Performances by local dance and music groups
• Traditional ceremonies and entrance fees

Excluded:
• Your stay at Centre Lambahoany, if applicable
• Entry fees for any other events
• Change of transport or stay if those planned are available (Reason: 
 the guides and other locals have made preparations and thus got 
 expenses, also if things are cancelled at the last moment)
• Drinks, other purchases, tips

The trip day by day
Day 1 - Toamasina – Brickaville – Anivorano - Sahamamy

Early in the morning a pousse-velo will take you from Centre Lambahoany 
to the coach station where the taxi-brousse to Brickaville will already be 
waiting for you. A pousse-velo is a trishaw, a taxi-brousse is a minibus for 

No. of participants 1 2 3 4 5 6
Price 260 200 170 160 140 125

No. of participants 1 2 3 4 5 6
Price 340 250 225 200 185 170
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about 15 people, and your luggage will be stored on the roof. During the 
drive you can enjoy the views. After about 30 kilometres the oil palm plan-
tation of the Savonnerie Tropicale will appear. Here the oil used to manu-
facture soap for the whole of Madagascar is extracted from the oil palms. 
About one hour later you will arrive in Brickaville. Time for breakfast and 
some last minute shopping before the boat leaves to take you up the river 
Rianila.
After a three-hour boat trip you will arrive in Anivorano (pronounced Ani-
vran), a beautifully situated village with large white sandy beaches. From 
the bank you can enjoy a broad view across two joining rivers. Here you 
will stop for lunch. After lunch you will continue upstream towards Gisi-
may (Sjizmaj). Enjoy the trip; you will see villages, banana and sugar cane 
plantations and much more. About an hour later you will arrive in Gisi-
may where your local guide and porters are waiting for you. The porters 
will take care of your luggage during the trek. You may stretch your legs, 
walking through the green environment to arrive in Sahamamy about three 
hours later. Here dinner will be served and a room will be ready for you to 
spend the night. According to some tourists Sahamamy resembles a ghost 
town from a spaghetti western. The nearby graphite mine may be closed 
down, but the people are still there, real and very friendly. They will pro-
vide you with lodgings, food and local music.

Day 2 – Surroundings of Sahamamy

Today you will explore the surroundings of Sahamamy. First, you will 
visit the abandoned graphite mine. You can play with and marvel at this 
pecu-liar stuff. After visiting the mine you continue through man-made 
landscape (plantations, rice fields) and different villages towards Belambo 
forest. Somewhere on the way a picnic is served. At the right time of year 
you will witness the villagers making raffia as we know it, from the leaves 
of the raffia palm. Belambo forest is really primary rainforest. Your guides 
will explain about which plants and trees are used for treating which 
ailments and they will go and try to find the Indri-indri and other lemurs 
for you, while you enjoy the lush vegetation of the rainforest. You will 
return to Sahamamy via a cascade, where you can take a dip in the lake. 
Back in Sahamamy you can enjoy your evening meal and a good night’s 
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sleep. 
Day 3 – optional – Belambo forest

The real nature lover can opt for an extra day in Sahamamy and spend the 
entire day in the forest. A picnic will be served on the way. There is always 
the chance of spotting a lemur, like the Indri-indri, the Varecia or the grey 
bamboo lemur, or may be you will see a chameleon, a snake or a wild boar 
after which the forest was named. Your guide will certainly go and try to 
find them for you. A waterfall with a small lake where you can swim is also 
part of the programme. 

Day 3 or Day 4 - Sahamamy – Gisimay – Anivorano – Brickaville 

After breakfast you will walk back to Gisimay to take the boat back to 
Anivorano. After lunch you will continue to Brickaville by taxi-brousse (half 
hour). From here you have different options: back to Toamasina, heading 
in the opposite direction to Andasibe, or beginning your voyage on the 
Pangalanes Canal.
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Summary
The highlight of the MONTTOUR trek is the climb of the hill Monttour. The 
grandson of a local king who lived at the summit about a hundred years 
ago chose this name in 2011. It is short for ‘Montagne Tourist’ – Tourist 
Mountain. It is a three-day trek, that most people can do, but bear in mind 
that there is a lot of uphill walking. You will visit an abandoned graphite 
mine, and a lake where you can take a swim, and when you set off for the 
summit of Monttour you will visit a cave on the way up. You will also get 
acquainted with local customs, and local history in particular.

Trek 3 - **MONTOUR

Monttour is the name of a hill, baptised as such during a ceremony to 
inaugurate a new tourist site in 2011. MONTTOUR is a three-day trek with 
nights in two different villages, with the highlight being the hike to the 
summit of Monttour.

Ranking **
Number of days 3 
Activities and sights - Walking in the jungle 

- Fauna and flora
- Visiting different villages
- Music and dance
- Explanations of the use of trees and plants for 
medical purposes
----
- Visiting a cave
- Climbing a hill
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Price per person (euro)

Included: 
• All transport (including boats and rafts) 
• English or French-speaking guide during the entire trek
• Local guide during the hikes in the jungle
• Local porters to carry your luggage and the food for the picnic
• All meals during the trip
• Accommodation all nights 
• Performances by local dance and music groups
• Traditional ceremonies and entrance fees

Excluded:
• Your stay at Centre Lambahoany, if applicable
• Entry fees for any other events
• Change of transport or stay if those planned are available (Reason: 
 the guides and other locals have made preparations and thus got 
 expenses, also if things are cancelled at the last moment)
• Drinks, other purchases, tips

The trip day by day
Day 1 - Toamasina – Brickaville – Anivorano - Sahamamy

Early in the morning a pousse-velo will take you from Centre Lambahoany 
to the coach station where the taxi-brousse to Brickaville will already be 
waiting for you. A pousse-velo is a trishaw, a taxi-brousse is a minibus for 
about 15 people, and your luggage will be stored on the roof. During the 
drive you can enjoy the views. After about 30 kilometres the oil palm plan-
tation of the Savonnerie Tropicale will appear. Here the oil used to manu-
facture soap for the whole of Madagascar is extracted from the oil palms. 
About one hour later you will arrive in Brickaville. Time for breakfast and 

No. of participants 1 2 3 4 5 6
Price 310 225 210 195 175 150
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some last minute shopping before the boat leaves to take you up the river 
Rianila.
After a three-hour boat trip you will arrive in Anivorano (pronounced Ani-
vran), a beautifully situated village with long white sandy beaches. From 
the bank you can enjoy a broad view across two joining rivers. Here you 
will stop for lunch. After lunch you will continue upstream towards Gisimay 
(Sjizmaj). Enjoy the trip - you will see villages, banana and sugar cane 
plantations and much more. About an hour later you will arrive in Gisimay 
where your local guide and porters will be waiting for you. The porters 
will take care of your luggage during the trek. You can stretch your legs, 
walking through the green environment to arrive in Sahamamy about three 
hours later. Here, dinner will be served and a room will be ready for you to 
spend the night. According to some tourists, Sahamamy resembles a ghost 
town from a spaghetti western. The nearby graphite mine may be closed 
down, but the people are still there, real and very friendly. They will 
provide you with lodgings, food and local music.

Day 2 – Sahamamy - Marovato (with the Beraty cave and the Monttour hill) 

After breakfast you will first explore the surroundings of Sahamamy, and 
can visit the abandoned graphite mine and marvel at this peculiar stuff. 
Then you can take a swim at a waterfall. After the picnic under the trees 
it gets serious - the walk to Marovato, through man-made landscape and 
forest, mostly uphill. The guides will explain about the medical use of cer-
tain plants and trees and they will go looking for the Indri-indri and other 
lemurs for you, while you enjoy the overwhelming and luxuriant vegetation 
of the rainforest. Once you arrive in Marovato you can take it easy and 
look around the village a bit to be well rested for the next day. 
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Day 3 - Marovato – Gisimay – Anivorano - Brickaville

Get up early because after breakfast you will climb to the historically im-
portant Beraty cave, which played a key role in the pre-colonial and colo-
nial periods when a local king lived on the summit and the hill with its cave 
made a natural defence against enemies. During the 1947 uprising against 
the French colonial regime the local population used the cave as a refuge. 
The cave was recently cleaned out and opened to Malagasy and foreign 
visitors who can learn more about the history of the area there. From the 
summit of Monttour hill you can enjoy the really magnificent view. On a 
clear day you may see as far as Brickaville. An Indri-indri family lives on 
the hill and they may show themselves. Your guides will tell you the story 
of the last king who lived at the summit. When you are ready, you go 
downhill, not back to Marovato but onward to Gisimay.
In Gisimay you will take a boat back to Anivorano. You can also opt to 
walk back to Anivorano (your luggage will be carried or put in the boat). 
In Anivorano you continue to Brickaville by taxi-brousse (half hour). From 
here you have various options: back to Toamasina, heading in the opposite 
direction to Andasibe, or beginning your voyage on the Pangalanes Canal.
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Summary 
The MONTTOUR PLUS trek is a combination of the MILAY, PLAISIR and 
MONTTOUR treks. But beware, it is also the most challenging of these four 
treks. You will walk through the jungle to the Marovato village high up in 
the hills, you will climb to the summit of the Monttour hill, visit a cave, and 
you will have another walk to a 120 metre high waterfall. You will get ac-
quainted with the local customs and the local history in particular. So if you 
are in good shape and have some trekking experience this trek is a good 
option.

Trek 4 - ***MONTOUR PLUS

This five-day trek also includes the Monttour hill that was named in 2011. 
The grandson of the local king that once lived there gave it its name, 
which is short for ‘Montagne Tourist’ – Tourist Mountain. The MONTTOUR 
PLUS trek covers the Eastern part of the Fetraomby borough. You have to 
keep up a stiff pace but you will see a lot. You will spend the night in dif-
ferent villages.

Ranking ***
Number of days 5
Activities and sights - Walking in the jungle 

- Fauna and flora
- Visiting different villages
- Music and dance
- Explanations of the use of trees and plants for 
medical purposes
----
- Visiting a cave
- Climbing a hill
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Price per person (euro)

Included: 
• All transport (including boats and rafts) 
• English or French-speaking guide during the entire trek
• Local guide during the hikes in the jungle
• Local porters to carry your luggage and the food for the picnic 
• All meals during the trip
• Accommodation all nights 
• Performances by local dance and music groups
• Traditional ceremonies and entrance fees

Excluded:
• Your stay at Centre Lambahoany, if applicable
• Entry fees for any other events
• Change of transport or stay if those planned are available (Reason: 
 the guides and other locals have made preparations and thus got 
 expenses, also if things are cancelled at the last moment)
• Drinks, other purchases, tips

The trip day by day
Day 1 - Toamasina – Brickaville – Anivorano - Sahamamy

Early in the morning a pousse-velo will take you from Centre Lambaho-
any to the coach station where the taxi-brousse to Brickaville will already 
be waiting for you. A pousse-velo is a trishaw, a taxi-brousse is a minibus 
for about 15 people, and your luggage will be stored on the roof. During 
the drive you can enjoy the views. After about 30 kilometres the oil palm 
plantation of the Savonnerie Tropicale will appear. Here the oil used to 
manufacture soap for the whole of Madagascar is extracted from the oil 
palms. About one hour later you will arrive in Brickaville. Time for break-
fast and some last minute shopping before the boat leaves to take you up 

No. of participants 1 2 3 4 5 6
Price 400 350 300 250 225 200
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the river Rianila. After a three-hour boat trip you will arrive in Anivorano 
(pronounced Anivran), a beautifully situated village with large white sandy 
beaches. From the bank you can enjoy a broad view across two joining 
rivers. Here you will stop for lunch. After lunch you will continue upstream 
towards Gisimay (Sjizmaj). Enjoy the trip - you will see villages, banana 
and sugar cane plantations and much more. About an hour later you will 
arrive in Gisimay where your local guide and porters will be waiting for 
you. The porters will take care of your luggage during the trek. You can 
stretch your legs, walking through the green environment to arrive in 
Sahamamy about three hours later. Here dinner will be served and a room 
will be ready for you to spend the night. According to some tourists 
Sahamamy resembles a ghost town from a spaghetti western. The nearby 
graphite mine may be closed down, but the people are still there, real and 
very friendly. They will provide you with lodgings, food and local music.

Day 2 – Sahamamy - Marovato (with the Beraty cave and the Monttour hill) 

After breakfast you will first explore the surroundings of Sahamamy, and 
can visit the abandoned graphite mine and marvel at this peculiar stuff. 
Then you can take a swim near a waterfall. Then it gets serious, a two-
hour walk, mostly uphill. A picnic will be served on the way. Once you 
arrive in Marovato you can leave your luggage and climb up to the his-
torically interesting Beraty cave. This cave played a key role during the 
pre-colonial and colonial era, when local kings lived here and the hill with 
its cave were a defence against enemies. During the 1947 uprising against 
the French colonial regime the local population used the cave as a refuge. 
Recently the cave was cleaned out and opened to Malagasy and foreign 
visitors who can learn more about the history of the area there. From the 
summit of the Monttour hill you can enjoy the really magnificent view. On 
a clear day you may see as far as Brickaville. An Indri-indri family lives on 
the hill and they may show themselves. And your guides will tell you the 
story of the last king who lived at the summit. When you are ready, you go 
downhill, back to Marovato, where you can look around a bit and get ready 
for the next day.
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Day 3 - Marovato – Fetraomby

After breakfast you will leave for Fetraomby. There will be a lot of uphill, 
downhill walking and you will cross a lot of streams and small creeks. You 
will see man-made landscape as well as rainforest. Your guides will show 
you culturally interesting spots and explain the use medicinal use of cer-
tain plants and trees. They will also go looking for the Indri-indri and other 
lemurs for you and you can enjoy the overwhelming luxuriant vegetation of 
the forest. Tired but satisfied you will arrive in Fetraomby where the guest 
house with a simple but private shower and latrine will be ready for you. 
After dinner a comfortable bed will be waiting. 

Day 4 – Fetraomby - Ambodiriana - Fetraomby

Today you will head for Ambodiriana, the 120 metre high waterfall. You will 
leave early in the morning as it takes about three hours to get there, if it 
has been raining it may take a little longer. 
Your guides will tell you some more about the use to which trees and 
plants are put and you may spot lemurs or other animals. A ceremony is 
needed to be allowed to swim in the lakes of the waterfall. Weather per-
mitting you can climb all the way up to the top and see the waterfall from 
there. Lunch will be served at the waterfall and once back in Fetraomby 
there will be local dance and music for your entertainment.
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Day 5 - Fetraomby – Anivorano – Brickaville

The fifth and last day of the trek is the boat trip back to Anivorano. You 
can also walk to Gisimay and take the boat from there, and see several 
places that are important to the local population, like a stone that sounds 
like a metal pot. You can even choose to walk all the way to Anivorano 
(about three hours, your luggage will be carried or will go by boat). After 
lunch in Anivorano you continue to Brickaville by taxi-brousse (half hour). 
From here you have various options: back to Toamasina, heading in the 
opposite direction to Andasibe, or beginning your voyage on the Pangala-
nes Canal.
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Summary
The five-day BABAKOTO trek is the one for you if you are an experienced 
hiker in good health. If you have sufficient time to really experience the 
primary rainforest and the culture of Madagascar, and you do not mind 
living in a basic and remote setting for a few days, you will visit places 
where few others have ever travelled and where you are likely to see le-
murs, chameleons and other animals endemic to Madagascar, especially as 
you will be spending a night in a tent in the natural habitat of the 
Indri-indri. They will be sure to wake you up in the early morning with 
their song. The trek will be accompanied by an English or French-speaking 
guide and local guides who know the area like the back of their hand.

Trek 5 - ***BABAKOTO

Babakoto is the Malagasy name for the Indri-indri, an appropriate name for 
this trek as you will spend one night in a tent in the jungle to be waken up 
by the Indri-indri’s early morning song. The BABAKOTO trek is a five-day 
challenging trek through the jungle where few tourists have ever set foot, 
with nights spent in three different villages and one night in a tent in the 
forest.

Ranking ***
Number of days 5
Activities and sights - Walking in the jungle 

- Fauna and flora
- Visiting different villages
- Music and dance
- Explanations of the use of trees and plants for 
  medical purposes
----
- Visiting a sacred place, including traditional 
  ceremony
- Picnic near the waterfall and swimming in the lake
- Returning to civilisation on a bamboo raft
- Special:  spending a night in a tent in the 
  Andriantantely tropical rainforest
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Price per person (euro)

Included: 
• All transport (including boats and rafts) 
• English or French-speaking guide during the entire trek
• Local guide during the hikes in the jungle
• Local porters to carry your luggage and the food for the picnic
• All meals during the trip
• Accommodation all nights 
• Performances by local dance and music groups
• Traditional ceremonies and entrance fees

Excluded:
• Your stay at Centre Lambahoany, if applicable
• Entry fees for any other events
• Change of transport or stay if those planned are available (Reason: 
 the guides and other locals have made preparations and thus got 
 expenses, also if things are cancelled at the last moment)
• Drinks, other purchases, tips

The trip day by day
Day 1 – Toamasina – Anivorano - Fetraomby

In the early morning your guide will pick you up to take you to the taxi-
brousse station, probably by pousse-velo, the Malagasy bike-taxi. ‘Taxi-
brousse’ means bush taxi, but can be best described as a minibus which 
takes up to 15 people and drives between certain locations. You will see 
these buses almost everywhere in Madagascar. On your trip to Brickaville 
you will first pass the oil palm plantation of the Savonnerie Tropicale where 
the oil used to manufacture soap for the whole of Madagascar is extracted 
from the oil palms. One hour later, after a drive through a variety of green 
landscapes and road-side villages, you will arrive in Brickaville, a busy little 

No. of participants 1 2 3 4 5 6
Price 435 375 325 275 250 235
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town. Before heading for the boat, you can have an additional breakfast or 
go shopping with your guide at the local market. The boat then departs for 
a trip up the river Rianila. 
After a three-hour boat trip you will arrive in Anivorano, a beautifully 
situated village with large white sandy beaches. From the bank you can 
enjoy a broad view across two joining rivers. Here you will stop for lunch. 
After lunch you will continue by boat upstream towards Fetraomby. During 
this part of the trip you can see large rocks, banana and sugar cane plan-
tations, villages and perhaps young boys with their zebus.
One hour later you will arrive at the Pakambo rapids. For safety reasons, 
all passengers will get off the boat and walk a few hundred metres along 
the river and get back in the boat on the other side of the rapids. Chickens 
also have to leave the boat as it is fady (taboo) to have them aboard when 
you pass the rapids. After another hour you will arrive in Fetraomby. A 
guest room with a shower and toilet will be waiting for you in the village. 
After freshening up, you can stretch your legs and visit the ‘pierre bizarre’ 
(weird stone), also known as the embarrassing stone (‘pierre qui fait 
honte’). This stone plays an important role in the life of the women of the 
village. Those who want to get pregnant pray at the site of the stone. To 
visit this sacred place a short ceremony to honour the ancestors is required 
- some sacrifices are placed on the stone and some rum is shed. Dinner 
will be ready after the ceremony and the walk back to the village.

Day 2 – Fetraomby - Ambodikely - Andranonahoatra

After breakfast you will be urged to stock up on water for the next few 
days. You can do so at the NAIADE, a solar-powered water purifier, that 
was placed in Fetraomby by Centre Lambahoany thanks to a donation from 
the Dutch development aid organisation ATOS; the local association Riana-
la is in charge. You will be facing a stiff walk. Four hours of walking west-
ward through mainly man-made landscape, will bring you to the village 
of Ambodikely where the villagers will have prepared lunch. Three more 
hours of hiking and you will arrive at today’s destination: Andranonahoatra, 
which has an interesting history that will be told by the guide. Here, the 
evening meal will be graced with traditional Betsimisaraka music. You will 
also be able to visit a nearby waterfall, time-permitting.
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Day 3 - Andranonahoatra - Andriantantely

Be ready for another stiff, but rewarding walk after breakfast. Today’s goal 
is the forest of Andriantantely. After a ceremony required to be allowed to 
enter this sacred forest, sustenance will be provided in the form of a lunch 
served under the trees. Thus refreshed you will venture even deeper into 
the forest, where there are twelve different species of lemur to be found. 
When evening falls villagers will prepare your dinner and your tent will be 
put up, for an early night among the sounds of the forest.

Day 4 – Andriantantely - Lononana - Hanahana

After a wake-up call by the Indri-indri and breakfast you will head for the 
adjacent forest of Lononana. This virgin rainforest is the natural habitat 
of the Indri-indri and it is most likely you will spot several of them. The 
Babakoto is a sacred animal for the local population and your guide will 
certainly entertain you with several legends about it. Hopefully some other 
lemurs will show themselves as well. Also other animals such as mongoo-
ses, wild pigs and perhaps even a fosa (a civet cat-like predator) may be 
spotted. Or a smaller family member of the fosa: the fanalook or striped 
civet or the (confusingly named) falanouc that is a little bigger than the 
fanalook. Chameleons are more likely to be found, and possibly a snake as 
well. Don’t worry, all snakes in Madagascar are harmless for humans. In 
addition, you will see the bees after which the forest of Andriantantely was 
named (tantely meaning both ‘bee’ and ‘honey’). You will walk underneath 
sky-scraping trees, surrounded by an impenetrable forest of plants and bu-
shes, with babbling brooks in the background all the way to the village of 
Lononana. After lunch you will continue your journey, arriving in Hanahana 
in the early evening. You will spend the last night of this trek in this village 
in the middle of the jungle.
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Day 5 - Hanahana – Antsirakambo – Anivorano - Brickaville

After a good night’s sleep in Hanahana, the last day will bring a four-hour 
hike through stunning primary forest, to enjoy the breathtaking vegetation 
and wildlife one last time. The journey will take you to the village of Antsi-
rakambo, on the banks of the river Ivohitra, where a well-deserved lunch 
will be served. A bamboo raft will take you back to Anivorano, unless you 
prefer to go another few miles on foot. From Anivorano you will continue 
by taxi-brousse to Brickaville (half hour). From here you have different 
options: back to Toamasina, heading in the opposite direction to Andasibe, 
or beginning your voyage on the Pangalanes Canal.

Notes
- For the BABAKOTO trek you need to be prepared to spend the nights in 
rather basic circumstances. You will sleep in guest rooms built and 
equipped specially for tourists, or stay at people’s homes. Beds with clean 
sheets and mosquito nets, latrines and simple shower facilities will be at 
your disposal. A tent is available for a maximum of 2 people. If you want 
to come with more people, bring your own or opt for the SAUVAGE trek
- Meals will be frugal and probably a little monotonous, but the villagers 
don’t know any different.
- So do not expect any luxury, but the hospitality will make up for a lot!
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Summary
The five-day SAUVAGE trek is the one for you if you are an experienced 
hiker, in good health, and with sufficient time to really experience the 
primary rainforest and culture of Madagascar. If you do not mind living in 
a basic and remote setting for a few days, you will visit places where few 
others have ever travelled and where you are likely to see lemurs, chame-
leons and other animals endemic to Madagascar. You will experience the 
virgin rainforest in all its splendour, towering trees, impenetrable thicket, 
babbling brooks and waterfalls. The trek will be accompanied by an English 
or French-speaking guide.

Trek 6 - ***SAUVAGE

Sauvage means ‘unspoiled’ or ‘wild’. The SAUVAGE trek will lead you 
through an area where the influence of mankind is minimal and tourists 
are hardly ever seen. It is a five-day challenging jungle trek with nights in 
four different villages. 

Ranking ***
Number of days 5
Activities and sights - Walking in the jungle 

- Fauna and flora
- Visiting different villages
- Music and dance
- Explanations of the use of trees and plants for 
medical purposes
----
- Visiting a sacred place, including traditional 
ceremony
- Picnic near the waterfall and swimming in the lake
- Return to civilisation on a bamboo raft 
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Price per person (euro)

Included: 
• All transport (including boats and rafts) 
• English or French-speaking guide during the entire trek
• Local guide during the hikes in the jungle
• Local porters to carry your luggage and the food for the picnic 
• All meals during the trip
• Accommodation all nights 
• Performances by local dance and music groups
• Traditional ceremonies and entrance fees

Excluded:
• Your stay at Centre Lambahoany, if applicable
• Entry fees for any other events
• Change of transport or stay if those planned are available (Reason: 
 the guides and other locals have made preparations and thus got 
 expenses, also if things are cancelled at the last moment)
• Drinks, other purchases, tips

The trip day by day
Day 1 – Toamasina – Anivorano - Fetraomby

In the early morning your guide will pick you up to take you to the taxi-
brousse station, probably by pousse-velo, the Malagasy bike-taxi. ‘Taxi-
brousse’ means bush taxi, but it can be best described as a minibus which 
takes up to 15 people and drives between certain locations. On your trip 
to Brickaville you will first pass the oil palm plantation of the Savonnerie 
Tropicale where the oil used to manufacture soap for the whole of Mada-
gascar is extracted from the oil palms. One hour later, after a drive through 
a variety of green landscapes and road side villages, you will arrive in 
Brickaville, a busy little town. Before heading for the boat, you can have 

No. of participants 1 2 3 4 5 6
Price 425 350 315 265 235 225
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an additional breakfast or go shopping with your guide at the local market. 
The boat then departs for a trip up the river Rianila. 
After a three-hour boat trip you will arrive in Anivorano, a beautifully 
situated village with large white sandy beaches. From the bank you can 
enjoy a broad view across two joining rivers. After lunch you will continue 
by boat upstream towards Fetraomby. During this part of the trip you can 
see large rocks, banana and sugar cane plantations, villages and perhaps 
young boys with their zebus.
One hour later you will arrive at the Pakambo rapids. For safety reasons, 
all passengers will get off the boat and walk a few hundred metres along 
the river and get back in the boat on the other side of the rapids. Chickens 
also have to leave the boat as it is fady (taboo) to have them aboard when 
you pass the rapids. One hour later you will arrive in Fetraomby. A guest 
room with a shower and toilet will be waiting for you in the village. After 
freshening up, you can stretch your legs and visit the ‘pierre bizarre’ (weird 
stone), also known as the embarrassing stone (‘pierre qui fait honte’). This 
stone plays an important role in the life of the women of the village. Those 
who want to get pregnant pray at the site of the stone. To visit this sacred 
place a short ceremony to honour the ancestors is required - some sacri-
fices are placed on the stone and some rum is shed. Dinner will be ready 
after the ceremony and the walk back to the village.

Day 2 – Fetraomby - Ambatomahamenatra - Ambodikely

After breakfast you will be urged to stock up on water for the next few 
days. You can do so at the NAIADE, a solar-powered water purifier, that 
was placed in Fetraomby by Centre Lambahoany thanks to a donation from 
the Dutch development aid organisation ATOS; the local association Riana-
la is in charge. You will head west and after four hours of walking through 
mainly man-made landscape, you will arrive at the village of Ambatoma-
hamenatra where the villagers will have prepared your lunch. Two more 
hours of hiking will bring you to today’s destination: Ambodikely. Here 
dinner will be graced with traditional Betsimisaraka music. From Ambato-
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mahemenatra you can also take a boat to Ambodikely (three hours).

Day 3 - Ambodikely – Andranonahoatra

Today you will take it easy. In three hours, you will walk from Ambodikely 
to the village Andranonahoatra, which has an interesting history. Your 
guide will tell you all about it. After meeting the villagers and having been 
shown their houses, you will hike to the nearby waterfall for a tasteful 
picnic. The rest of the day can be spent in the jungle or the village, so as 
to be well prepared for the next day.

Day 4 - Andranonahoatra - Andriantantely - Hanahana 

After a very early breakfast the primary forest of Andriantantely is on 
today’s programme. Your guides will explain about the use to which plants 
and trees are put and they will go and try to find Indri-indri for you. That 
should not be too hard as this is their real habitat, you will probably spot 
several of them. The locals call them Babakoto and to them it is a sacred 
animal. Your guides will certainly tell you the legends that are going round 
concerning the special feats of the Babakoto. Hopefully some other lemurs 
will show themselves as well, since there are twelve different species of 
lemur to be found in this forest. Also other animals such as mongooses, 
wild pigs and perhaps even a fosa (a civet cat-like predator) may be spot-
ted. Chameleons are more likely to be found, and possibly a snake as well. 
Don’t worry, all snakes in Madagascar are harmless for humans. In ad-
dition, you will see the bees after which the forest of Andriantantely was 
named (tantely meaning both ‘bee’ and ‘honey’). You will walk underneath 
sky-scraping trees, surrounded by an impenetrable forest of plants and 
bushes, with babbling brooks in the background all the way to Hanahana, 
a village in the middle of the jungle where you will spend the night. 
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Day 5 – Hanahana – Fanasana – Razanaka - Anivorano – Brickaville 

After a good night’s sleep in Hanahana, the last day will bring a four-hour 
hike through a stunning primary forest, to enjoy the breathtaking vegeta-
tion and wildlife one last time. The journey will take you to the village of 
Fanasana. Here lunch will be served and you will of course have time to 
look around the village. And then on to civilisation: the town of Razanaka, 
which is of economic importance for the vicinity and even has its own 
train station. Agricultural products are shipped by bamboo raft from here 
downstream to Anivorano. You too will travel by bamboo raft to Anivo-
rano, unless you prefer to go another few miles on foot. From Anivorano, 
a taxi-brousse will take you to Brickaville (half hour). After lunch in Anivo-
rano you will continue by taxi-brousse to Brickaville. From here you have 
different options: back to Toamasina, heading in the opposite direction to 
Andasibe, or beginning your voyage on the Pangalanes Canal.

Notes
- For the SAUVAGE trek you need to be prepared to spend the nights in 
rather basic circumstances. You will sleep in guest rooms built and 
equipped specially for tourists or stay at people’s homes. Beds with clean 
sheets and mosquito nets, latrines and simple shower facilities will be at 
your disposal. 
- Meals will be frugal and probably a little monotonous, but the villagers 
don’t know any different.
- So do not expect any luxury, but the hospitality will make up for a lot!
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Packing list

Clothes: 
Shorts
Trousers
Long-sleeved shirt
Jacket
Shirts 
Walking shoes
Extra pair of socks
A hat or cap for shade
Sun glasses 
Slippers
Rainwear
Bathing suit

Care:
Towel
Sun cream
Insect repellent
Toiletries
Iodide (also to disinfect water)
Plasters, painkillers, anti-diarrhoeal remedy

Recommended:
Small rucksack
Camera 
Torch
Batteries for camera and/or torch
Clothes pegs
Pocket knife
Alarm clock (phone)
Binoculars
Plastic bags to protect things against dirt and damp 
Copy of passport, ticket and insurance papers
Change (notes of 100, 200, 500, 1000, Ariary for small purchases and tips)



Centre Lambahoany            2012
3434

Centre Lambahoany            2012

Glossary
English Français Malagasy
Yes Oui Eny
No Non Tsia
Not Ne...pas Tsy
Hello Bonjour Manao ahoana

How are you? Ça va? Salama
I am fine, thank you Ca va bien, merci Tsara fa misaotra
Goodbye Au revoir Veloma
Please S’il vous plait Azafady

Thank you Merci Misaotra
You are welcome De rien Tsy misy fisaorana
Excuse me Excusez-moi Nvalo tsiny
Sorry Pardon Azafady
Who? Qui? Iza?
What? Wat? Inona?
When? Quand? Rahoviana?
Where? Où? Aiza?
Why? Pourquoi? Fa maninona?
How? Comment? Ahoana?
How much? Combien? Firy? / Otrinona?
What is your name? Comment tu t’appelles? Iza no anaranao?
For Pour Ho an’ny
Because Parce que / car Satria
I do not understand Je ne le comprends pas Tsy mazava / tsy azoko
Yes, I understand Oui, je comprends Eny, mazava / azoko
Help! Au secours! Vonjeo! / Ampio aho
Can you help me, 
please? 

Pouvez-vous m’aider s’il 
vous plait?

Afaka manampy ahy 
veianao azafady?

Where are the toilets? Où sont les toilettes? Aiza ny efitrano 
fivoahana?
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English Français Malagasy
Do you speak English? Parlez-vous anglais? Miteny anglisy ve 

ianao?
I do not speak 
Malagasy 

Je ne parle pas 
malgache

Tsy mahay miteny 
malagasy aho

I do not speak French Je ne parle pas français Tsy mahay miteny 
frantsay aho

I do not speak English Je ne parle pas anglais Tsy mahay miteny 
anglisy aho

I am thirsty J’ai soif Mangetaheta aho
I am hungry J’ai faim Noana aho
I am tired Je suis fatigué Vizaka aho
I need to go to the 
loo/bathroom 

J’ai envie de faire pipi Poritra aho

I'd like to go to 
Antsirabe

Je voudrais aller à 
Antsirabe

Te-handeha any 
Antsirabe aho

That is expensive! C’est cher! Lafo be izany!
I'd like some rice Je voudrais manger du 

riz 
Te hihinam-bary aho

What can I do for you? Que puis-je faire pour 
vous?

Inona ny azoko atao 
ho anao?

I like … J’aimerais … Tiako...
I like you Je t’aime Tiako ianao
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English Français Malagasy
One Un Isa/Iray
Two Deux Roa
Three Trois Telo
Four Quatre Efatra
Five Cinq Dimy
Six Six Enina
Seven Sept Fito
Eight Huit Valo
Nine Neuf Sivy
Ten Dix Folo
Eleven Onze Iraika ambin’ny folo
Twelve Douze Roa ambin’ny folo
Twenty Vingt Roapolo

Thirty Trente Telopolo
Forty Quarante Efapolo
Fifty Cinquante Dimampolo
Sixty Soixante Enimpolo

Seventy Soixante-dix Fitopolo 
Eighty Quatre-vingt Valopolo
Ninety Quatre-vingt-dix Sivifolo
Hundred Cent Zato
Two hundred Deux cent Roan-jato
Thousand Mille Arivo
Ten thousand Dix mille Iray alina
A hundred thousand Cent mille Iray hetsy
A million Un million Iray tapitrisa 
A billion Un milliard Iray lavitrisa 
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Unique treks with the local population in the 
tropical rainforests of East Madagascar

Centre Lambahoany 2012

Centre Lambahoany
Tanamakoa
B.P.133
Toamasina 501 
Madagascar
website: www.lambahoany.org
e-mail: info@lambahoany.org
Tel. (+) 261 (0) 34 01 149 10
    (+) 261 (0) 32 71 938 69




